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Townhouse  apartments|Snowed  Im 
burglarized 


Fitchburg  youths  charged 


by  Cynthia  Donovan 

Two  Fitchburg  youths  are  facing 
felony  charges  following  three 
Townhouse  break-ins  last  December 
in  which  an  estimated  $1,790  in 
personal  property  was  stolen,  accord- 
ing to  officer  Bill  Mayrose  of  FSC's 
Dept.  of  Publk  Safety. 

Shortly  before  Christmas,  after 
most  students  had  vacated  the  dorm- 
itories for  winter  break,  Townhouse 
201  was  broken  into  shortly  before 
midnight,  Dec.  22.  In  addition, 
Townhouses  701  and  101  were 
broken  into  during  the  early  hours  of 
Dec.  24.  Thieves  entered  the  build- 
ings by  smashing  windows  and 
gained  access  to  other  rooms  by 
destroying  deadbolt  locks  with  a 
crowbar. 

Several  hundred  dollars  worth  of 
damage  was  done  to  college  property, 
as  well,  said  Mayrose. 

Fitchburg  police  arrested  two  local 
youths,  ages  17  and  18,  on  other 
charges  and  they  later  confessed  to 
the  break-ins  at  the  college  apart- 
ment complex.  Fitchburg  policeare 
continuingtheir  investigation  in  an 
attempt  to  recover  the  lost  items. 

Mayrose  explained  that  FSC  will 
file  a  criminal  complaint,  although 
the  exact  charges  have  yet  to  be 
determined.  An  attempt  will  be  made 
in  court  to  get  the  youths  to  pay 
restitution. 

Officer  Mayrose  explained  that 
criminal  activity  also  occurs  during 
the  school  year  when  the  buildings 
are  occupied. 

College  vacations  are  a  more 
popular  time  for  break-ins  because 
students  are  not  in  the  buildings,  said 
Mayrose.  The  Dept.  of  Public  Safety 


consistently  patrols  year  round. 

Townhouse  apartments  201  and 
101  border  Highland  Avenue  and 
Townhouse  701  borders  a  parking 
lot.  Katie  Welch,  a  resident  of 
Townhouse  701,  explained  that  the 
window  of  her  apartment  through 
which  thieves  gained  entry,  is  hidden 
by  large  bushes.  A  former  resident  of 
that  townhouse  related  that  during 
the  1986-87  school  year  there  were 
attempted  break-ins  to  the  town 
house. 

This  past  fall,  townhouse  residents 
were  warned  that  there  had  been 
attempted  break-ins. 

Townhouse  201  was  the  hardest 
hit, with  various  stereo  components, 
a  VCR,  color  TV  and  a  microwave 
oven  being  stolen.  The  deadbolt  locks 
on  several  bedroom  doors  in  the 
apartment  were  destroyed  when  the 
thieves  used  a  crowbar  to  open  them. 

Stereo  components  and  a  large 
color  TV  were  removed  from  Town- 
house 701.  Individuals  entered  701 
through  a  bedroom  window  and 
removed  stereo  equipment  and 
entered  the  living  room  and  removed 
a  TV  from  the  closet.  Additional 
bedrooms  were  not  entered.  No  items 
were  removed  from  Townhouse  101. 

FSC  is  not  responsible  for  the 
personal  property  of  students.  How- 
ever, most  homeowners  insurance 
will  cover  items  owned  by  students 
living  in  dormitories,  said  Mayrose. 

Welch  said  that  her  television  was 
covered  by  her  parents'  insurance 
and  her  roommate'sstereo  was  also 
covered  and  has  been  replaced. 

"The  break-ins  are  a  violation  of 
my  privacy,"  said  Welch.  "It's  a  real 
disappointment,"  she  said  upon  hear- 
ing the  news  on  Christmas  Day. 


What's  the  scoop? 

High  school  newspapers  setback 


by  Andy  Baron 

In  a  1970  court  case,  FSC  Editor 
in  Chief  John  Antonelli  battled  FSC 
President  James  J.  Hammond  over 
an  article  Hammond  tried  to  block 
from  appearing  in  the  student  news- 
paper, The  Cycle.  Antonelli  and  The 
Cycle  staff  later  won  their  case. 

Last  month,  the  student  newspaper 
at  Hazelwood  East  High  School  in 
Missouri  wasn't  as  fortunate  in  its 
attempt  to  overturn  school  principal 
Robert  E.  Reynolds'  censoring  of 
two  pages  in  a  May  1 983,  issue  of 
The  Spectrum. 

Not  only  did  The  Spectrum  staff 
lose  but,  in  a  5-3  decision,  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruled  that  school 
administrators  have  the  right  to  keep 
controversial  stories  out  of  high 
school  newspapers  nationwide,  re- 
ported Newsweek  magazine  Jan.  25. 

California,  however,  remains  the 
sole  state  that  protects  student  free 
expression,  according  to  a  Jan.  19 
article  in  The  Christian  Science 
Monitor. 

FSC  President  Vincent  Mara 
disagrees  with  last  month's  ruling.  "I 
think  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  is 


very  unfortunate,"  said  Mara,  former 
editor  in  chief  of  Worcester  State 
College's  student  newspaper.  "You're 
playing  with  words  when  you  say 
he's  (school  administrator)  wiser." 

Tammy  Hawkins,  current  editor 
of  The  Spectrum,  said  the  'prin- 
cipal should  have  some  say  in  what 
stories  the  paper  does,"  but  added, 
"he  should  have  consulted  the 
students." 

The  stories  deleted  from  print, 
teen  pregnancy  and  divorce,  neither 
sufficiently  hid  the  identities  of  the 
pregnant  girls  nor  of  a  parent  who 
was  getting  divorced,  Reynolds  said. 

The  FSC  case,  Antonelli  v. 
Hammond,  was  significant  in  that  it 
gave  full  power  to  the  student 
publication.  The  controversy  ensued 
after  Antonelli  attempted  to  reprint 
an  article  written  by  Eldridge  Cleaver, 
which  contained  many  four-letter 
words  (expletives). 

According  to  the  "College  Student 
Press  Law,"  the  1970  FSC  case 
concluded:  "It  would  be  inconsistent 
with  basic  assumptions  of  First 
Amendment  freedoms  to  permit  a 
campus  newspaper  to  be  simply  a 
Continued  to  page  7 


Miller  Hall  is  picturesque  after  a  late  January  snowfall. 


Make  a  pledge:  register  and  vote 


Commentary 

by  BUI  Wood 

Have  you  registered  to  vote?  Only 
40%  of  the  1 2  million  students  who 
are  eligible  to  vote  nationwide  have 
done  so.  Yet  all  of  us  feel  the  effects 
of  tuition  hikes,  constricting  financial 
aid  availability,  and  education  poli- 
cies. Legislators  in  Boston  and  Wash- 
ington make  decisions  about  these 
issues  every  year,  but  hardly  take 
account  of  those  blocs  of  their 
constituents  that  don't  vote. 

FitchPIRG,  the  FSC  chapter  of 
MASSPIRG,  will  be  sponsoring  an 
on-campus  voter  registration  drive 
through  Feb.  5  in  G-Lobby.  The 
deadline  for  registering  for  the 
Massachusetts  primary  election  falls 
on  Feb.  8.  Any  student  living  on- 
campus  at  FSC  or  within  the  city 


limits  of  Fitchburg  may  register  to 
vote  and  we  urge  you  to  do  so. 

In  the  1986  congressional  elections, 
less  than  25%  of  the  1 8  to  24  year- 
olds  in  the  United  States  voted.  We 
condemn  many  countries  in  the  world, 
and  rightly  so,  because  a  small  power 
elite  controls  the  political  process. 
We  feel  justified  in  this  condemnation, 
as  we  speak  with  the  self-assuredness 
of  a  participatory  democracy.  Yet 
what  kind  of  commentary  do  we 
make  about  the  state  of  the  American 
political  process  when  we,  our  nation's 
future  leaders,  barely  take  part  in  the 
active  foundation  of  our  democracy 
—  VOTING? 

In  our  first  two  days  of  "Pledge- 
to-Reg,"  pledging  students  for  the 
registration  drive,  we've  signed  up 
over  200  persons.  If  you  haven't  yet 
registered  to  vote,  you  should,  and 
we'll  make  it  easy  for  you.  You 


choose:  take  30  seconds  now  to 
register  and  vote,  or  be  stuck  with 
someone  you  didn't  want  for  four 
years,  if  you  don't. 

College  students  in  the  United 
States  represent  the  most  advantaged, 
educated  group  in  the  entire  world. 
The  policies  of  the  United  States 
shape  the  world,  for  good  or  bad,  and 
it  is  of  course  both  our  right  and 
responsibility  to  participate  in  shaping 
Continued  to  page  7 


The  Strobe's  Here 

This  issue  of  The  Strobe  kicks  off 
the  spring  semester.  Look  for  The 
Strobe  every  Wednesday  in  G-Lobby, 
the  commuter  cafe,  next  to  the 
Information  Desk  in  the  Hammond 
Building  and  in  the  three  residence 
halls. 


Pfege  : 


February  3,  1988 


THE  STROBE 


Editorial 

No  panacea  for  racism 

W  ell.  h*  Q  more  bigots  bit  the  dust  last  month  following  their  tacky, 
racist  statements  about  blacks  in  America.  That  fact  rings  all  the 
sadder  as  the  aMiiarks  fell  on  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King's  birthday,  the 
slain  civil  rights  leader  who  earned  a  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  1964. 

Peace,  though,  is  all  but  unfound  among  our  two  blockheaded 
philosophers.  To  wit:  the  recent!)  fired  CBS  sports  analyst  Jimmy 
I  The  Geek )  Sn\  der  w  hose  Neanderthal  views  on  black  breeding  were 
deemed  "reprehensible"  by  CBS  sports. 

"During  slave  trading,"  The  Geek  told  a  reporter,  "the  slave  owner 
«  ould  breed  his  big  u  oman  so  that  he  would  have  a  big  black  kid,  see. 
That's  where  it  all  started."  Enough  said,  Archie  Bunker. 

And  lei  us  not  forget  the  DJ  from  Pittsfield,  MA,  who  was  fired 
after  he  urged  listeners  to  break  out  the  watermelon  and  fried  chicken 
on  King's  birthday.  His  name  escapes  our  staff.  No  matter,  he's  not 
w  orth  remembering. 

So.  here  we  are.  nearl\  20  years  after  the  assassination  of  Martin 
Luther  King  w  ith  primitive  views  of  blacks  running  rampant.  What  is 
even  more  primitive  is  the  fact  that  the  remarks  and  stereotypes  will 
alwa\s  be  there.  It's  sad  but  painfully  true. 
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The  Strobe  is  Fitchburg  State 
College's  weekly  student  news- 
paper published  every  Wednesday 
throughout  the  semester.  Our 
office  is  located  in  the  bottom 
floor  of  the  Hammond  Building, 
just  past  the  commuter  cafe.  The 
mailing  address  is: 

Fitchburg  State  College 

The  Strobe 

160  Pearl  Street 

Fitchburg,  MA  01420. 
The  office  number  is  345-671 1. 
The  Strobe  encourages  all  readers 
to  express  their  views  in  any 
issue.  The  following  are  guidelines 
for  submissions: 

1.  All  submissions  must  be 
typed  and  double  spaced. 

2.  Letters  to  the  editor  must 
include  the  writer's  name.  If  a 
person  wishes  to  remain  anony- 
mous, the  Strobe  will  withhold 
the  name,  however,  it  still  must 
be  included  in  the  letter. 

3.  Commentaries  and  letters 
must  be  no  more  than  450  words 
in  length  and  are  subject  to  editing. 

4.  News  and  announcements 
from  clubs  should  be  no  more 
than  a  few  paragraphs  in  length 
and  are  subject  to  editing. 

5.  The  deadline  for  articles  is 
every  Friday,  1 2  days  before  the 
publication  date. 
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Announcements... 

Around  FSC 

Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics  ( ACOA)  meetings  will  be  held  each  Tuesday  throughout  the  semester 
from  3:30  to  5  p.m.  in  rooms  B-26  and  B-27  of  the  Hammond  Building.  Contact  Counseling 
Services,  third  floor  Hammond  Building,  for  more  information. 

Dr.  Winthrop  D.  Jordan,  historian  and  winner  of  the  National  Book  Award,  will  give  a  lecture  Feb.  9 
at  8  p.m.  in  the  Arts  Lecture  Hall.  The  title  of  his  talk  will  be  "Slavery  and  the  Drafting  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution." 

The  FSC  Shotokan  Karate  Club  will  meet  twice  a  week,  Monday  and  Wednesday,  from  7-9  p  m  in 
the  Herlihy  Rec.  room.  Classes  started  Feb.  I  and  the  cost  is  $45  per  semester  Call  George  Noone 
(instructor),  597-6760,  Patty  D'Angelo  (342-4318)  or  Anthony  Cardosi  (343-7224)  for  more 
information. 

Black  history  month  kicks  off  today,  Feb.  3,  with  a  Commemoration 

Service  for  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  at  the  Conlon  Music  Building,  room  150  at  7  p.m.  Guest 
speaker  is  the  Rev.  Imani-Sheila  Newsome,  chaplain  associate  at  Boston  University.  In  addition,  the 
film  "Eyes  on  the  Prize"  with  Henry  Hampton  will  be  shown  in  G-Lobby  from  1 :30-2:30  p.m  Feb  4 
11, 18  and  25. 

Russell  Towers  is  sponsoring  77k  David  Letterman  Show,  Wednesday,  Feb.  1 0,  at  7  p.m.  in  Percival 
Auditorium.  The  cost  is  $  2  with  proceeds  going  to  "A  Childs  Last  Wish,"  a  program  for  terminally  ill 
children.  Contact  Kathy  Moore  or  Kim  Oliva  through  campus  mail  if  you're  interested  in  this  event. 

Locally 

The  International  Artists  Series  presents  The  Bartok  Quartet  Saturday,  Feb.  6,  at  8  p.m.  at  Mechanics 
Hall  in  Worcester.  Tickets  are  $  1 7.50,  $  1 5.50  and  $  1 0  for  students  with  ID.  Call  752-0888  for  more 
information. 

The  Northern  Lights  Folk  Art  Society  is  holding  a  jazz  concert 

Friday,  Feb.  5,  at  8  p.m.  at  the  First  Parish  Church  in  Fitchburg.  Mark  Marquis  is  the  featured  artist 
and  admission  is  $5.  And  Friday,  March  1 1,  topical  singer  Fred  Small  will  perform  at  First  Parish 
Church  at  8  p.m.;  admission  is  $6. 


Personally  speaking,...     personals  win  be  published 

next  week.  Personals  are  25  cents 
each;  there  will  be  a  table  set  up  in 
G-Lobby  once  a  week  throughout 
the  semester. 


The  torn 


ake.s  nn  the  whitest  shade,  of  nale  followina  last  week's  snow 
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Administrators  Talley 
and  Nickel-Milstone 

handle  student  affairs 


by  John  Garten 

If  you've  had  the  chance  to  visit 
the  Student  Affairs  office  at  FSC 
recently,  you  may  have  noticed  two 
new  faces.  Dr.  F.J.  Talley  is  the 
associate  dean  for  Student  Affairs 
and  comes  to  the  college  via  Wright 
State  University.  Also  new  in  that 
office  is  Sherri  Nickel-Milstone,  who 
is  the  staff  assistant  forStudent  Affairs. 
She  comes  to  Fitchburg  by  way  of 
the  University  of  New  Hampshire, 
where  she  was  a  resident  director. 

Talley  feels  that  the  students  at 
FSC  are  to  be  admired. 

"The  students  here  seem  to  be 
really  honest  about  their  feelings  and 
aspirations.  They  really  have  their 
feet  on  the  ground,"  he  said.  One 
thing  that  Talley  hopes  to  get  off  the 
ground  is  a  program  aimed  at 
"knowing  more  about  the  students 
and  their  needs." 

Talley,  currently  living  in  Fitch- 
burg, has  many  responsibilities  that 
accompany  his  position,  and  from 
those,  he  has  come  into  contact  with 
many  students  at  the  college.  Talley 
is  the  director  of  orientation  as  well 
as  the  assistant  director  of  Student 
Development.  He  also  sits  on  the 
Student  Affairs  sub-committee  of 
the  All  College  Committee  and  is 
the  advisor  for  the  judicial 

board. 

Talley  has  enjoyed  his  time  here  at 
FSC  thus  far.  "I  really  like  the 
college  and  the  students  here.  One  of 
the  best  things  about  being  here  is 


the  fact  that  the  students  aren't  afraid 
to  try  new  things,"  he  said. 

New  things  certainly  are  familiar 
to  Sherri  Nickel-Milstone.  Her  posi- 
tion is  a  newly  created  one.and  as  a 
result,  new  types  of  things  are 
planned  for  the  future. 

She  is  one  of  the  better  resources 
on  campus  for  student  clubs  and 
organizations.  In  fact,  she  organized 
a  leadership  conference  that  took 
place  Saturday,  Jan.  23.  She,  too,  has 
enjoyed  working  at  FSC. 
"I'm  glad  that  the  students  here  have 
been  receptive  of  me  and  my  ideas," 
stated  Nickle-Milstone. 

She  also  has  many  involvements 
on  campus.  She  deals  a  great  deal 
with  alcohol  and  drug  education,  is 
involved  in  commuter  affairs  and  sits 
on  the  Campus  Center  Advisory 
Board.  It's  the  latter,  in  fact,  that 
voted  to  have  all  ages  in  the  pub  at 
certain  times,  on  an  experimental 
basis.  She  hopes  this  'integration' 
will  also  help  in  the  alcohol  education 
at  FSC. 

"One  of  thereasonsl  voted  to  try 
letting  all  ages  in  the  pub,"  she  said, 
"is  because  I  feel  as  though  it  will  be 
a  great  opportunity  for  students  to 
become  more  responsible  with  and 
around  alcohol." 

With  the  addition  of  Talley  and 
Nickel-Milstone,  the  college  seems 
to  be  taking  a  bigger  interest  in  the 
students  and  their  welfare. 

With  that,  the  two  hope  for 
"continued  good  relations  with  the 
students  at  FSC." 


Associate  dean  of  student  affairs  FJ.  Talley  is  looking  to  design  a  program  for  students'  needs. 


Sherri  Nickel-Milstone,  staff  assistant  of  student  affairs,  is  striving  to  raise  student  involvement  at  FSC. 


Save  now,  be  jammin'  in  March 


by  James  Browning 

I  know  what  you're  thinking.  It's 
already  February  and  you  don't  have 
any  plans  for  spring  break  except 
staying  home  and  thinking  about  all 
your  friends  who  are  lounging  on 
that  tiny  tropical  island  in  the  sun. 
And  the  only  reason  you're  left  behind 
is  because  of  your  staggering  bank 
account.  As  a  result,  you're  alone, 
bored  and  depressed.  Well,  you  need 
not  be  any  more;  because  you,  too, 
can  take  a  spring  break  vacation 
without  breaking  the  bank. 

However,  before  you  begin  taking 
steps  to  cut  costs,  you  have  to  decide 
upon  a  place  to  spend  your  vacation. 
For  this  alone,  several  factors  must 
bs  taken  into  consideration:  You 
want  an  atmosphere  that  supplies 
plenty  of  sun,  fun,  chills  and  thrills. 

Not  to  mention  a  place  to  swim 
and  plenty  of  tanned  skin.  Well,  any 
vacation  spot  under  the  sun  can 
provide  that,  but  you'ra  restless, 
energetic  college  student  in  the  prime 
of  life  who's  on  spring  break. 

You  want  to  party,  run  around 
foot  loose  and  fancy  free,  drink  to 
your  heart's  content,  be  obnoxious, 
hang  from  palm  trees,  insult  others, 
drink  to  your  heart'scontent  (again), 
pass  out  and  wake  up  in  unfamiliar 
surroundings  in  someone  else-s 
clothing,  have  a  beer  for  breakfast 
and  do  the  exact  same  thing  the  next 
day. 

All  of  this  can  spell  out  only  one 
thing:  "Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida." 

Now  that  you  have  made  that 
decision,  your  next  step  is  deciding 
upon  a  means  of  transportation  in 


getting  there  and  cut  costs  at  the 
same  time.  You  could  fly  down,-but 
that  can  get  expensive.  There's 
always  the  bus,  but  that's  too  long 
and  boring. 

So,  the  only  economical  alternative 
for  you  and  your  friends  is  to  rent  a 
van  and  drive  down.  Now  you  had 
better  choose  your  friends  wisely 
because  after  driving  1,500  miles 
and  24  straight  hours  in  a  crowded 
van  full  of  impatient  animals,  you're 
going  to  be  sick  of  one  another  by 
the  time  you  get  there  (but  what  are 
friends  for). 

To  rent  a  van  for  10  days,  costs 
range  from  $800-$  1,000.  That 
includes  the  price  of  the  van  and 
gasoline  up  and  back.  The  costs,  split 
five  or  six  ways,  is  chicken  feed 
compared  to  airfare.  So  scoff  up  a 
radar  detector,  pack  a  lunch,  alternate 
shifts  and  you'll  be  there  in  no  time. 
It's  important  to  act  quickly  because 
March  is  just  around  the  corner. 

Once  you  arrive  in  the  Sunshine 
state,  you'll  need  a  place  to  stay.  In 
order  to  avoid  those  outrageous  hotel 
rates,  your  best  bet  is  to  go  camping. 
It's  easy;  all  you  need  is  a  tent,  a 
sleeping  bag  and  an  adventurous 
will  for  the  outdoors.  Camping  may 
have  its  drawbacks,  such  as  no  heat 
or  electricity  and  walking  through 
the  woods  to  get  to  the  bathroom. 
And  let's  not  forget  the  mosquitoes. 

As  it  turns  out,  you  don't  need  heat 
in  Florida  and  you'll  be  spending 
most  of  your  time  on  the  strip  anyway. 
And  beside  that,  it's  cheap.  To  stay  at 
KAMP  GROUNDS  OF  AMERICA, 
which  is  located  just  three  miles 
from  the  strip,  it  will  cost  roughly 


$25  a  night.  Once  again,  split  five  or 
six  ways  is  nothing.  So  if  you  start 
making  phone  calls  (on  your  parents' 
phone)  right  away,  you  should  have 
no  problem. 

Reminisce  for  a  moment;  you 
know  where  you're  going,  how  you're 
getting  there  and  where  you're 
staying.  Your  only  worries  and 
concerns  now  are  what  forms  of 
entertainment  you're  going  to  indulge 
in  once  you  get  there. 

Isn't  it  obvious.  In  Fort  Lauder- 
dale, all  people  do  is  drink  beer,  lay 
in  the  sun  and  mingle  with  the 
opposite  sex.  By  no  means  should 
you  exclude  yourself  from  any  of 
these  activities.  In  order  to  do  all  of 
this,  and  cut  costs,  it  is  a  wise  idea  to 
take  advantage  of  happy  hours. 

For  $10,  you  get  unlimited  food 
and  beer  for  a  three-hour  period. 
Some  pretty  good  bars  that  offer 
these  bargains  are  C.W  Dandie's, 
Penrods  and  City  Limits. 

Well  there  it  is,  your  entire  spring 
break  vacation  is  laid  out  right  in 
front  of  you.  By  driving  down, 
camping  out  and  taking  advantage 
of  happy  hours,  you  are  cutting  costs 
considerably.  Your  total  bill,  includ- 
ing transportation,  accommodations 
and  spending  money  should  be  in  the 
$400-$500  range. 

That's  $200-$300  less  than  if  you 
flew  and  stayed  in  a  hotel.  Once 
again,  start  making  reservations  now 
because  spring  break  is  almost  here. 

So  start  banking  those  pay  checks 
and  run,  don't  walk,  to  the  nearest 
store  and  purchase  some  dark  shades 
and  a  pair  of  JAMS  and  make  it 
happen. 
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"Our  Three- Year 

and  Two- Year 

Scholarships  won't 

make  college  easier. 

Just  easier  to  pay 

for." 

Even  if  you  didn't  start 
college  on  a  scholarship,  you 
could  finish  on  one.  Army 
ROTC  Scholarships  pay  for 
full  tuition  and  allowances 
for  educational  fees  and 
textbooks.  Along  with  up  to 
$1,000  a  year.  Get  all  the 
facts.  BE  ALL  YOU  CAN  BE. 

ARMY  RESERVE  OFFICERS' 
TRAINING  CORPS 


WEEK  OF  FEBRUARY  3-9 


WEDNESDAY,  Feb.  3 

FILM:  "The  Great  White 
Hope,"  3:30,  7  &  9:15pm, 
CCLH. 

ALL  COLLEGE  COUNCIL 
MTG.:  3:30  pm.  Miller 
Oval  Room. 


THURSDAY,  Feb.  4 

BLACK  HISTORY  MONTH 
FILM  SERIES  begins 
today.  "Eyes  On  The 
Prize,"  by  Henry 
Hampton  in  G-lobby  at 
1 :30pm  today  and  each 
Thursday  in  February. 

HOCKEY:  8pm,  home. 
FSC  vs.  Worcester  State 
College. 


FRIDAY,  Feb.  5 

TGIF  MIXER:  7:30pm.  Pub. 
AH  ages  welcome. 


SATURDAY,  Feb.  6 

FILM:  "Richard  Pryor  Live 
in  Concert,"  3:30,  7  & 
9:15pm,  CCLH. 


SUNDAY,  Feb.  7 

FILM:  "The  Great  White 
Hope,"  7pm,  "Richard 
Pryor  Live  in  Concert," 
9pm,  CCLH. 


MONDAY,  Feb.  8 

COMEDY  NIGHT:  9pm, 
Pub. 


TUESDAY,  Feb.  9 

VISITING  ARTIST  & 
LECTURE  SERIES:  Speaker, 
Dr.  Winthrop  D.  Jordan, 
8pm,CM-150. 

ADULT  CHILDREN  OF 
ALCOHOLICS  MTG.: 
3:30pm,  B-27. 

BASKETBALL  Women,  FSC 
vs.  Salem  State  College, 
6pm,  Home. 

BASKETBALL  Men,  FSC  vs. 
Salem  State  College, 
8pm,  Home. 
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FCC  vs.  the  free  press 


by  James  G.  Salsman 

Americans  rightly  regard  their 
nation  as  the  freest  on  earth.  We  the 
people,  assume  our  government  is 
protecting  our  freedoms,  such  as 
freedom  of  speech,  as  mandated  by 
the  Constitution.  This,  unfortunately, 
is  not  true. 

The  Federal  Communications 
Commission  (FCC)  has  always  had 
control  over  TV  and  radio  broad- 
casters with  its  arbitrary  licensing 
powers.  The  current  FCC  "cross 
ownership"  ban  goes  even  further, 
extending  government  control  to 
newspapers  as  well. 

The  cross-ownership  ban  forbids 
any  company  to  own  both  a  TV 
station  and  a  newspaper  in  the  same 
media  market  This  rule  was  written 
to  prevent  a  media  monopoly  from 
developing  in  areas  where  an  in- 
dividual would  own  several  media 
outlets. 

There  are  two  serious  flaws  with 
this  ban,  each  of  which  is  a  funda- 
mental threat  to  freedom  of  speech 
as  guaranteed  by  the  First  Amend- 
ment. 

One  flaw  is  the  idea  that  private 
individuals  can  form  a  media 
monopoly  in  any  given  market.  The 
other  is  the  idea  that  giving  govern- 
ment the  power  to  decide  who  prints 
what  and  where  is  not  the  opposite  of 
free  speech,  when  it  most  certainly 
is. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  private 
entity  to  form  a  media  monopoly  in 


any  given  market.  The  issue  is  the 
suppression  of  ideas,  and  only 
government — with  its  monopoly  on 
the  legal  use  of  force— has  the  ability 
to  forcibly  suppress  ideas  (if  it  is 
given  that  power). 

A  private  newspaper  cannot  force 
other  newspapers  not  to  print.  A 
private  TV  station  has  no  power  to 
prevent  competitors  from  broadcast- 
ing. Private  publishers  and  broad- 
casters have  no  power  to  force  their 
views  upon  a  disagreeing  public 
when  the  public  is  free  not  to  buy 
such  a  newspaper  or  watch  that 
station,  as  the  case  may  be.  Any 
aspiring  media  tyrant  would  be  out 
of  business  in  a  flash. 

In  the  1980's,  with  cable  tele- 
vision and  thousands  of  newspaper, 
magazine  and  journal  publications 
available  to  the  public,  it  is  com- 
pletely impossible  for  any  one  media 
owner  to  impose  his  will  on  others 
oblivious  to  the  competition.  It 
literally  cannot  be  done. 

Despite  this  fact,  the  FCC  was  still 
granted  the  power  to  prohibit  a 
person  from  owning  a  TV  station 
and  newspaper  in  the  same  city. 

But  what  exacdy  does  this  law 
accomplish?  It  attempts  to  protect 
free  speech  by  allowing  government 
to  monitor  and  control  publishers 
and  broadcasters.  This  is  free  speech? 

This  cross-ownership  ban  has, 
inevitably,  led  to  bad  results. 
Massachusettsbwn  Sen.  Ted  Kennedy 
used  this  rule  to  go  after  media 
owner  Rupert  Murdoch  (a  political 


enemy)  by  trying  to  force  him  to 
close  the  Boston  Herald  since 
Murdoch  also  owns  Boston  channel 
25,  in  violation  of  the  FCC  rule. 

A  rule  supposedly  designed  to 
protect  free  speech  almost  made 
Boston  a  one-newspaper  town. 
(Murdoch  has  opted  instead  to  sell 
channel  25.)  It  granted  Kennedy  the 
power  to  assault  the  free  speech 
rights  of  Rupert  Murdoch. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
cross-ownership  ban  does  not  apply 
to  the  government  itself.  In  any 
major  city,  the  government  simultan- 
eously owns  a  TV  station  (the  PBS 
network),  a  radio  station  (National 
Public  Radio)  and  in  some  cases 
newspapers,  as  public  school  news- 
papers—funded by  tax  dollars— are 
controlled  by  the  state.  (The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  recently  upheld  this 
ruling.) 

The  FCC,  a  government  agency 
which  has  the  power  to  shut  down 
TV  and  radio  stations,  and  now  even 
newspapers,  is  an  anathema  to  free 
speech.  Its  cross-ownership  ban,  in 
particular,  gives  politicians  like  Sen. 
Kennedy  the  power  to  attack  free 
publishers  like  Murdoch  who  have  a 
constitutional  right  to  be  left  alone. 

The  FCC,  the  cross-ownership 
rule,  and  every  other  government 
control  of  free  speech,  free  press  and 
free  thought  ought  to  be  completely 
abolished.  We  cannot  regard  our- 
selves as  a  free  nation  when  we  give 
government  the  power  to  decide 
who  is  to  speak. 


Subscribe  to  the 

STROBE! 

Yes,  beginning         semester,  you  can  have  Fitchburg  State  College's 
newspaper  delivered  to  you,  your  friends,  your  family,  or  even  your  pet 
fish.  We  will  mail  a  copy  to  you  each  week  that  the  Strobe  is  published. 

It's  a  great  way  to  stay  in  touch  with  what's  happening  while  you're 
student  teaching,  on  practicum,  or  if  you're  unable  to  pick  up  copies 
around  campus. 

The  cost  is  $5.00  for  the  spring  semester  -  1 1  issues.  Why  miss  a 
single  issue?  Send  a  check  for  $5.00  along  with  the  form  below  to  The 
Strobe,  Hammond  Building,  Fitchburg  State  College,  Fitchburg,  MA 
01420. 

MAIL  TO: 

Name  , 


Address 
City   _ 


State 


Zip 


PROFESSIONAL 

WORD  PROCESSING 

SERVICES 

Business/ Academic 

Call  345-6496 

Reasonable  rates 

(college  area) 
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Welcome 
to  the  real 
world 

To  the  real  world: 

Are  you  prepared  for  the  real 
world?  For  3  '/>  years  we  have 
successfully  avoided  it  behind  the 
comfortable  doors  at  FSC.  The 
excuses  include  going  to  classes, 
parties,  athletic  events,  homework 
and  maybe  a  part-time  job. 

Semester  after  semester  we  com- 
plained about  the  piles  of  work  to  be 
completed  as  well  as  the  piles  of 
laundry  we  were  ignoring.  But  before 
we  knew  it,  our  department  chair- 
person was  telling  us  to  set  up 
interviews  and  get  a  job— OK,  an 
internship,  a  fancy  word  for  working 
40  hours  a  week  for  free  but  gaining 
invaluable  experience.  No  matter 
how  you  look  at  it,  this  is  our 
entrance  to  the  real  world. 

Whether  you're  student  teaching, 
working  in  business,  human  services, 
nursing  or  in  my  case,  advertising, 
we  have  started  making  contacts 
and  making  friends  in  the  first  of 
probably  a  string  of  jobs. 

So  have  the  past  3  Vi  years  prepared 
you  for  your  chosen  field  or  have  you 
decided  that  all  the  sweat  and  toil 
was  focused  in  the  wrong  direction? 
Whichever,  the  internship  site  is  the 
place  to  decide. 

It  is  a  difficult  transition  to  go 
from  the  classroom  to  the  office  and 

the     internship     is     a     nice     stepping 

stone.  Good  luck  to  each  of  you  in 
pursuing  the  perfect  career! 

Doreen  Papa 
(Ed.  note:  Doreen  Papa  is  the 
former,  advertising  manager  for  The 
Strobe.  The  staff  wishes  her  well) 


A  dirty  campground  is  no  picnic 
Clean  up  before  you  leave. 


Give  a  hoot. 
Don't  pollute. 

Forest  Service,  U.S.D.A. 
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ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT 


The  year  in  music 


U2,  Replacements,  Gabriel  top  the  list  for  '87 


b\  Ton)  Lorenzen 

It  seems  that  ever,  year  at  this 
time  ever,  publication  that  is  even 
remotely  associated  with  music  or 
pop  culture  publishes  a  year  end 
issue  where  they  wrap  up  the  past 
year's  highlights. 

Not  wanting  The  Strobe  to  be  left 
out.  your  friendly  neighborhood 
college  newspaper  music  critic  (that's 
roe!  I  sat  down  to  write  this  year  end 
column. 

Since  1.  unfortunately,  don't  have 
the  space  a  major  music  trade  mag 
v.  ould  give  to  their  year  end  spot,  I'm 
not  going  be  able  to  cover  all  the 
In  stead.  I'll  have  to  keep  my 
lists  to  Band  Of  The  Year,  the  Top 
Ten  Albums  and  Singles,  the  Top 
Three  Concerts,  and  a  few  tidbits. 

The  best  part  about  this  though,  is 
that  these  are  all  my  personal 
favorites.  The  ones  that  I,  for  what- 
ever reason(s),  thought  were  the  best 
of  the  year  in  music  1987.  So  here 
we  go: 

Band  of  the  year:  This  honor  has 
to  go  to  those  Irish  patron  saints  of 
rock.  U2.  In  the  past  year  Bono  and 
the  boys  have  had  their  first  #  1  LP 
I  The  Joshua  Tree),  and  their  first  top 
ten  singles  including  the  #  I  "With  or 
Without  You." 

The  year  has  also  seen  U2  under- 
take their  largest  tour  yet;  a  tour  that 
will  end  up  being  a  year  long  when 
it's  over.  On  this  tour  the  band  has 
played  stadium  dates  for  the  first 
time  and  although  the  jury  is  still  out 
on  whether  or  not  the  band  has  been 
able  to  handle  the  move,  I'm  pulling 
for  them.  The  videos  from  the 
Joshua  LP  were  well  done  and  this  is 
coming  from  a  guy  who  hates  videos. 

Coming  up  this  spring  will  be  a 
documentary  film  and  LP  of  the 
Joshua  Tour.  Coming  in  a  strong 
second  here  is  R.E.M.,  who  in  1987 
finally  broke  out  of  cult  status  with  a 
hit  single.  Third  place  is  The  Beastie 
Boys. 

Album  of  the  year  1987  maybe 
the  best  year  for  albums  since  1967. 


The  best  of  the  lot  is  U2's  The  Joshua 
Tree.  The  margin  of  victory  however 
is  slim.  When  Joshua  was  released 
back  in  the  early  spring  I  thought  it 
would  run  away  with  this  title  but 
such  was  not  the  case.  Incredible 
efforts  from  the  Replacements  and 
Bruce  Springsteen  made  spots  one 
through  three  practically,  but  not 
quite,  a  tossup. 

So  here  are  my  selections  for  the 
ten  best  albums  released  in  1987: 

1.  The  Joshua  Tree,  U2  'Nuff 
said. 

2.  Pleased  To  Meet  Me,  The 
Replacements.  What!  You've  never 
heard  of  the  Replacements!?  Well 
that's  not  surprising  (but  you  really 
should  listen  to  WXPL  or  WFNX). 
The  four  boys  from  Minneapolis 
almost  shun  fame  and  it's  too  bad. 
These  guys  are  the  best  rock  'n'  roll 
band  in  America  today.  And  possibly 
the  best  American  band  ever.  If  I  had 
to  explain  rock  'n'  roll  to  someone  I'd 
play  them  this  album. 

3.  Tunnel  of  Love,  Bruce  Spring- 
steen .  Springsteen  is  one  of  those 
love/hate  things.  Those  of  us  who 
love  him  don't  need  to  be  told  and 
those  of  you  who  hate  him  will  not 
be  changed  by  anything  that  can  be 
said. 

4.  Document,  REM .  Finally  star- 
ing to  get  the  recognition  they  deserve 
from  the  general  listening  public. 
The  first  single  "The  One  I  Love" 
was  a  Top  40  hit  and  the  second  "It's 
The  End  of  The  World  As  We  Know 
It  (And  I  Feel  Fine)  is  climbing.  Yes, 
it  looks  like  college  radio  is  going  to 
lose  its  darlings. 

5.Echo  and  the  Bunnymen,  Echo 
and  the  Bunnymen .  The  boys  from 
Liverpool  have  slicked  up  their  sound 
just  a  touch  and  it  was  exactly  what 
they  needed  to  boost  themselves 
from  the  ranks  of  the  very  good  into 
the  company  of  the  great 

d.Solitude  Standing,  Suzanne 
Vega  The  new  poet  laureate  of 
American  rock.  The  only  question 
remaining  is:  How  could  everyone 
have  missed  her  the  first  time  around? 


1. Clutching  At  Straws,  Marillion- 
Another  entry  in  the  greatest  bands- 
you've-never-heard-of  category. 
This  Scottish/English  quintet  is  really 
something  else.  Sporting  the  Dylan 
Thomas  of  rock  (Fish,  a.k.a.  Derrik 
W.  Dick)  on  lead  vocals  and  the  Neil 
Peart  plus  drumming  of  Ian  Mosley, 
these  guys  combine  thinking  man's 
lyrics  with  musician's  rock  to  be  one 
of  the  best  around.  Some  have  put 
them  down  for  being  too  pretentious, 
but  I  feel  that  criticism  is  totally 
unfounded.  This  was  not  as  strong  as 
their  1985  LP  Misplaced  Childhood, 
but  it  is  good  enough  to  be  one  of  the 
best  of  '87. 

8. Freedom  No  Compromise,  Little 
Steven.  One  of  the  most  political 
men  in  music.  The  man  who  brought 
us  Sun  City  deals  with  apartheid  in 
America  in  the  tunes  "Native  Amer- 
ican" and  "Trail  of  Broken  Treaties." 
This  one  reeks  funk  with  a  touch  of 
reggae.  Altogether  a  great  effort 
from  the  former  E-Streeter. 

9.Darldands,  The  Jesus  and  Mary 
Chain.  Gloom  never  sounded  this 
happy  before.  Not  as  much  unneeded 
distortion  as  "Psychocandy"  and  it's 
better  for  it. 

10. Licensed  To  III,  The  Beastie 
Boys.  Def,  man.  Just  totally  def! 
They  rip  off  Run-  DMC,  Led  Zeppelin, 
CCR,  Steve  Miller  and  who  knows 
else;  write  lyrics  about  murder,  drink, 
drugs, sex,  and  perversions  of  all 
kinds;  mount  a  tour  that  featured  an 
inflatable  phallic  symbol  while  the 
band  spat  beer  on  fans,  get  banned 
from  England  and  totopitofftheLP 
cover  art  was  cool,  man. 

Song  of  the  year  Because  these 
are  my  personal  favorites  you  may 
not  have  heard  of  all  of  these.  Some 
of  them  were  not  released  as  singles. 
Song  of  the  Year  honors  go  to  the 
Replacements,  but  let's  save  space 
and  get  to  it. 

1.  "Can't  Hardly  Wait,"  The 
Replacements— The  catchiest  tune 
to  come  out  in  God-knows-how- 
long.  It's  a  pity  the  tune  isn't  going  to 
get  the  commercial  airplay  it  deserves 


because  this  is  or  would  be  a  sure  fire 
number  one  smash.  Just  pure  rock  'n' 
roll.  A  quick  snare/bass  drum  4/4 
with  guitars,  bass  and  sax  and  witty 
but  not  intellectual  lyrics.  "Jesus  rides 
beside  met  He  never  buys  any  smokes... 
Hurry  up,  hurry  up/ Ain't  cha'  had 
enuffa  this  stuff!"  God  I  love  it! 

2.  "Red  Hill  Mining  Town,"  U2— 
Definitely  the  best  tune  on  Joshua. 
Not  yet  released  as  a  single. 

3.  "Lips  Like  Sugar,"  Echo  and 
the  Bunnymen— One  of  the  first 
singles  from  the  LP.  Just  a  damn 
catchy  pop  song. 

4.  "Walk  Like  A  Man,"  Bruce 
Springsteen— Should  be  one  of  the 
next  singles  after  "Brilliant  Disguise." 
A  classic  Boss  son-to-father  ballad 
in  the  tradition  of  "Independence 
Day." 

5.  "Luka"  and/or  "Solitude 
Standing,"  Suzanne  Vega — Such 
good  songs!  The  beaten  child  and  the 
personification  of  loneliness.  Fantas- 
tic poetry. 

6.  "When  the  Girls  Get  Here," 
The  Young  Fresh  Fellows— The  best 
frat  rock  band  since  the  Kingsmen. 
Fabulous  in  its  sillyness.  Great  fun. 
When  the  girls  get  here/We'll  talk 
about  integrated  circuits  and  things! 
Show  them  how  smart  we  are/Spill 
beer all over our t-shirts accidentally... " 

1.  "We  Care  A  Lot,"  Faith  No 
More— Released  as  a  single  in  the 
early  summer,  it  never  got  the 
commercial  airplay  I  expected.  A 
wild  combination  of  hard  core,  funk 
and  hip-hop.  Most  likely  a  one-off. 

8.  "La  Bamba,"  Los  Lobos— Admit 
it.  At  least  once  this  summer  you 
found  yourself  unconsciously  hum- 
ming this  tune.  Just  what  a  pop  single 
should  be.  Maybe  the  best  cover  of  a 
tune  ever.  Definitely  one  of  the  only 
cover  versions  I  can  think  of  that  is 
better  than  the  original. 

9.  "Satellite,"  The  Hooters-A 
fantastic  poke  at  TV  evangelists. 

And  if  you  still  can't  see  the  light! 
God's  gonna  buy  you  a  satellite. " 

10.  "Sugar  Mice,"  Marillion— The 
second  single  fromClutching  At  Straws 


went  nowhere  in  this  country  but 
was  #1  in  England. 

Concert  of  the  year:  I  saw  two 
dozen  shows  this  year.  It  was  the  best 
year  of  concerts  of  my  short  concert- 
going  life.  The  best  three  included 
some  moving  moments  and  some 
real  get  down  rock.  The  list  includes: 

1  .Peter  Gabriel  at  the  Great  Woods 
Center  for  the  Performing  Arts,  July 
17.  The  first  time  I've  seen  him,  it 
was  fantastic.  The  final  encore  of 
"Biko"  was  as  powerful  a  moment 
I've  only  seen  matched  with  U2's 
"40." 

2.  The  Replacements  at  The  Living 
Room,  Providence,  July  21.  (Yes  it 
was  a  good  week!)  Total  raw  power 
from  beginning  to  end.  The  band 
played  almost  all  original  material. 
A  new  thing  for  a  band  that  used  to 
play  entire  shows  of  Stones  and  Kiss 
covers.  No  ballads.  All  bomb  blast. 
The  best  bar  band  there  is,  ever  was, 
or  ever  will  be. 

3.  U2  at  the  Centrum  in  Worcester, 
May  3 .  If  you've  seen  them  you 
know;  if  you  haven't  you  gotta  go. 

Closer  to  home  the  past  year  here 
at  FSC  saw  a  great  triple  bill  play  the 
athletic  fields  on  Spree  Day,  May  8, 
as  Skin  and  O-Positive  opened  up 
for  the  Del  Fuegos.  Back  in  February, 
The  Billy  Taylor  Trio  played  at 
Weston  Auditorium  and  provided  an 
evening  of  masterful  jazz.  More 
recently  Mata  Hari,  Barrence  Whit- 
field and  the  Savages  and  the  Fools 
entertained  us  Halloween  evening. 

Worst  of  the  year:  Bad,  Michael 
Jackson— Yech!  Runner-up  is  Debbie 
Gibson.  The  line  "Shake  Your  Love" 
is  repeated  fifty-two  (that's  52)  count 
'em,  fifty-two  times. 

Name  drop  of  the  year:— In 
November,  I  met  Public  Image 
Limited  at  a  press  conference  in 
Boston. 

Sitar  player  of  the  year:— Ashwin 
Batish. 

Last  statement  of  the  year:  Well 
that's  it.  Let's  hope  rock'n'  roll 
is  as  good  to  us  in  '88. 


Comedians  supply  shock  treatment  | 

Brill  and  Vee  receive  high  honors 


by  Thomas  Morrow 

It  was  Jan.  25  on  a  Monday  night  in 
the  pub,  and  an  anxious  crowd  of 
about  200  students  was  getting 
impatient,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of 
three  Boston-based  comedians.  Much 
of  central  Massachusetts,  it  should 
be  reminded,  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
7-inch  snowstorm. 

Just  when  all  seemed  lost,  a 
reassuring  voice  crackled  over  the 
bar's  loud  speakers. 

"Two  of  the  comedians  just 
arrived.  They'll  be  en  in  about  15 
minutes,"  said  Campus  Center 
worker  Ben  Hampton. 

And  Hampton  kept  his  word 
because  at  9:45,  Tony  Vee  and  Eddie 
Brill,  weary  from  travel,  passed 
through  the  pub  doors. 

Brill,  who  had  just  flown  in  from 
Los  Angeles,  was  the  first  to  get  the 
ball  of  fun  rolling.  His  delivery 
dragged  a  little  as  he  overestimat- 
ed the  audience's  age  and  started  out 
wih  some  references  to  Bang  the 
Drum  Slowly  and  The  Donna  Reed 
Show,  material  which  should  have 


been  aimed  at  an  older  crowd. 

But  when  he  started  talking  about 
his  favorite  television  cartoons,  he 
found  his  niche.  "Can  you  imagine 
living  in  Charlie  Brown's  world?"  he 
asked.  "You  could  call  up  all  your 
friends  and  ask  them  to  come  on 
over  and  party  because  there  are  no 

"Hey,  picture  this:  your 

grandmother  naked, 

being  spanked  by 

Mickey  Mouse!" 

-Comedian  Tony  Vee 

parents!" 

Brill's  routine  then  touched  on  the 
"The  Roadrunner"  to  "How  the 
Grinch  Stole  Christmas,"  "Rudolph" 
and  other  children  Christmas  specials. 

Brill  wassuccessful  in  charming 
the  crowd  with  precision  mimickery; 
from  a  gay  skipper  on  Gilligan's 
Island  to  the  slick  cartoon  lion 
Snagglepuss.  "Can  you  imagine 
Snagglepuss  as  a  sex  ed  teacher? 
He'd  be  saying,  'Alright,  guys,  do 


you  know  what  you  do  when  you  get 
a  girl  pregnant?  Exit...stage  left.'  " 

The  California  punster  finished  up 
his  bit  to  make  room  for  a  grubby, 
hairy,  overweight  Tony  Vee.  Vee 
was  Howie  Mandel-like,  scratching 
his  head  and  acting  insecure  and 
childlike. 

"I  like  to  watch  disasterous  aval- 
anches on  TV  because  I'm  not  there," 
he  quipped.  "I'm  on  my  living  room 
couch.  The  most  I  would  say  was 
"Ooh,  isn't  that  terrible!  Hey  pass  the 
chips,  will  ya'?" 

The  comic  then  promoted  his  new 
fitness  program,  "Couchercize," 
which  consisted  of  placing  your  head 
on  the  arm  of  a  couch,  and  closing 
your  eyes  for  eight  hours. 

And  when  his  act  went  into  a  lull, 
Vee  had  a  clever,  sick  way  of  getting 
his  listeners  back.  "Hey,  picture  this: 
your  grandmother  naked,  being 
spanked  by  Mickey  Mouse!" 

All  in  all,  both  men  did  such  a 
good  job  that  the  audience  didn't 
even  miss  the  third  funnyman  who 
showed  up  hours  later. 


Strobe  photo  by  Chang  Kim 

Tony  Vee,  the  hairy  comedian  with  a  flair  for  the  disgusting. 
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Williams  revs  it  up  in 
Good  Morning,  Vietnam 


Scoop 


by  Thomas  Morrow 

It's  1965  and  5  a.m.  in  a  small  U.S. 
Army  operated  radio  station  in  Saigon. 
A  sleepy,  red-eyed  DJ  removes  a 
shiny  black  disk  from  its  jacket, 
takes  a  quick  glance  at  the  clock, 
cues  up  the  record  on  its  player  and, 
after  a  thumbs-up  from  his  sound 
engineer,  flicks  on  the  broadcasting 
switch,  lighting  up  his  console. 

"Good  Morning,  Vietnam!"  he 
bellows.  "Hey,  all  you  sleepy  heads, 
rise  and  shine!  Now  the  weather  it's 
gonna  be  hot  this  afternoon,  tonight 
and  tomorrow!  Say,  let's  check  on 
the  traffic  with  Lon  Soo  up  in  the 
skycopter.  How's  the  weather  up 
there  Lon?" 

"Well...there's...a...water...buffalo 
...down  on  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  trail, 
which  could  cause....a  backup  for 
the...forty-third...artillery  division!" 
the  DJ  quips,  beating  his_  chest  with 
his  hands,  mimicking  the  high- 
pitched,  jumbled  voice  of  a  Viet- 
namese reporter  in  a  helicopter. 

"Thanks  Lon  for  that  important  just  wasn't  going  to  let  it  happen, 
info.  Wait — this  just  in:  Colonel  Williams  should  receive  some  kind 
Sanders  and  Ayatollah  Khomeini...  of  award  for  his  acting  efforts.  He 
the  same  person?  You  decide!  Now  delivered  a  remarkably  powerful 
it's  time  for  a  super-soul  hit  by  the  performance  as  a  brave,  sensitive 

Rubes®  By  Leigh  Rubin  Rubes® 


Supremes!  "Ain't  No  Mountain  High 
Enough."  "Oh,  Diana  baby,  I'd  walk 
fifty  miles  through  the  snow  just  to 
stand  in  your  garbage!" 

In  Good  Morning,  Vietnam,  a  new 
film  by  Barry  Levinson,  Robin 
Williams  plays  militant  disc  jockey 
Adrian  Cronauer  who  likes  to  break 
the  military's  censorship  codes,  and 
eardrums,  by  playing  radical  sixties 
rock  'n'  roll  classics  from  The  Rolling 
Stones,  James  Brown  and  The  Beach 
Boys  instead  of  lethargic  artists 
like  Andy  Williams,  Frank  Sinatra 
andMantovani. 

While  in  this  war  zone,  Cronauer 
falls  for  a  cute  Vietnamese  girl 
(Chintara  Sukapatana)  in  a  white 
kimono  and  after  bribing  her  in- 
structor with  a  crisp  $20  bill,  ends  up 
teaching  her  English  language  class. 

A  love  flame  is  never  kindled 
since  having  a  relationship  with  the 
enemy  was  stnctly  taboo.  It  was  the 
old  Romeo  and  Juliet  Syndrome.  A 
Vietnamese  female  couldn't     date 

an  American  air  corp  man.  She 


man  who  believed  that  censored 
CIA  Intelligence,  headlines  of  rest- 
aurant bombings  and  guerrilla 
activities  should  not  be  covered  up 
but  brought  to  the  public's 
attention. 

Chintara  Sukapatana  was  wonder- 
ful as  an  innocent  South  Vietnamese 
girl,  trapped  in  a  violent  country  and 
torn  between  her  terrorist  brother, 
who  liked  to  demolish  bars  and 
G.L's,  and  a  kind  American,  who 
simply  "enjoyed  her  pleasant 
company." 

rhe  movie,  although  well  executed, 
wasn't  without  its  share  of  flaws.  For 
one  thing,  the  intense  dramatic  scenes 
seemed  to  mask  some  of  the  comedy, 
making  a  few  of  Williams'  jokes  a 
little  muddled  and  corny.  There  were 
also  many  half-witted  attempts  at 
acting  by  some  of  the  other  cast 
members. 

Aside  from  these  small  shortcom- 
ings, this  film  was  brilliant.  After 
viewing  this  warm  and  incredibly 
different  look  at  Vietnam,  I'd  give 
this  flick  a  nine  out  of  10. 

Adrian  and  I  have  one  question, 
though:  "What  the  hell  were  we 
doing  over  there  in  the  first  place?" 


By  Leigh  Rubin 


Continued  from  page  1 

vehicle  for  ideas  the  state  or  the 
college  administration  deems  appro- 
priate." 

Locally,  Fitchburg  High  School 
and  Leominster  High  School  admin- 
istrators were  unavailable  for  com- 
ment on  the  high  court's  ruling. 

Although  the  ruling  doesn't  affect 
college  newspapers,  Mara  remains 
uneasy  about  the  prospect  of  such  an 
occurrence. 

"It  bothers  me  that  a  college  dean 
or  president  may  decide  an  article," 
he  said.  "The  Supreme  Court  decision 
was  bad." 


Make  a  pledge 

Continued  from  page  1 

those  policies.  The  first,  easiest,  least 
painful,  most  basic  step  is  to  register 
and  vote. 

FitchPIRG  will  have  a  table  in  G- 
Lobby  tomorrow  and  Friday,  from 

10  a.m.-2  p.m.  If  you'd  like  to  help 
register  other  students  as  well  as 
yourself,  get  in  touch  with  us  at  our 

office  (Hammond  B-22),  or  via 
campus  mail,  Box  1047. 

Stop  by  the  table  in  G- Lobby  and 
register  and  vote. 


Rubes 
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By  Leigh  Rubin 
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"it's  the  police  .    .  your  son  King  is  in  trouble  again.' 


Rubes 
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By  Leigh  Rubin 


How  animals  carry  their  young. 


The  Strobe 

Needs  You! 


If  you're  interested  in  writing  for  The 

Strobe,  drop  a  note  in  campus  mail, 
c/o  The  Strobe,  or  call  the  office  at 


345-6711. 
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Falcon  Hockey  Continues  to  Roll 


Falcons  vying  for  first  place 


b>  Ben  Hampton 

When  last  heard  from,  the  FSC 
hockey  team  was  8-1-1  overall  and 
pursuing  Tufts  for  first  place  in  the 
EC  AC  North  South  with  a  8-0-1 
mark. 

Since  then  Miami  won  the  Nation- 
al Championship,  the  Bruins  grabbed 
first  place  in  the  Adams  Division  and 
coach  Dean  Fuller's  squad  is  still 
pursuing  Tufts.  (.Ed.  note:  This  fact 
may  be  moot  as  at  press  time  the 
Falcons  were  preparing  to  play  Tufts 
on  Jan.  30)  Their  record  since  New 
Year's  is  4-3.  raising  their  overall 
record  to  12-4-1  and  their  EC  AC 
N/S  record  to  12-0-1.  Their  three 
losses  have  been  to  Div.  II  schools 
UMass  Boston  ( 1 1  -3),  American 
International  College  (8-5)  and  Salem 

St  (6-1). 
When  thev  have  won,  however, 


they  have  shown  what  a  dominant 
Div.  Ill  team  they  are.  They  have 
beaten  Suffolk  (6-2),  Bentley  (7-2), 
Western  New  England  (6-2)  and 
Plymouth  St.  (6-2). 

Coach  Fuller  has  reason  to  believe 
that  his  team  will  go  far  when  post- 
season play  rolls  around.  The  entire 
team  has  been  playing  solidly  and 
continues  to  do  so.  Captains  Tom 
Curley  ( 1 6  goals  1 3  assists29  points), 
Joe  Gurney  (19-17  36)  and  Jim 
Norwood  (14-1  l-25)are  among  the 
top  four  in  scoring.  Freshman 
sensation  Steve  Sullivan  is  third  in 
scoring  (11-15  26).  Mike  Mscisz  is 
the  only  other  Falcon  with  more  than 
20  points  (8- 13  21). 

Defensively,  Tom  Coady,  John 
Daly,  and  Dave  Edwards  have  done 
extremely  well  in  keeping  the 
opponents  to  very  few  shots  on  goal. 
And  the  trio  of  Tom  Tobin  (8-2- 1 


3.65  GAA),  Steve  Kura  (4-2-0  3.55 
GAA)  and  Don  Archibald  have 
turned  in  All-Star  performances 
between  the  pipes. 

Falcon  Notes:  As  a  team,  the 
Falcons  have  scored  on  28.3%  of 
their  powerplay  attempts  while 
killing  off  80.3%  of  the  penalties 
called  against  them...Gurney  and 
Curley  are  tied  for  the  team  lead  in 
power  play  goals  with  4  each...Curley 
and  Norwood  each  have  2  short- 
handed  goals.  Barry  Pieciwicz  has 
the  other...Gurney  leads  the  team 
with  3  game  winning  goals...Coady 
has  a  plus/minus  ratio  of  +20, 
followed  by  Gurney  (+19),  Curley 
(+18),  and  Matt  Hernon  and  Vin 
Pino  (+ 1 7).  No  one  on  the  team  has 
a  minus  ratio...Dave  Edwards  leads 
the  team  with  time  in  the  sin  bin 
(surprise)  with  44  minutes...The  team 
is  1  - 1  - 1  in  overtime  games  this  year. 


The  Falcons  square  off  at  Wallace  Civic  Center, 


Falcons  looking  tocatchbreak 

Selvin  Chambers  a  bright  spot 


i?X  « 
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The  mervs  team  puts  on  swarming  defense  against  Suffolk  University. 

Lady's  hoop  hovering 
around  .500  mark 

Freshmen  continue  to  impress 


by  Tim  Maguire 

Despite  dropping  all  of  their  games 
over  the  break,  the  FSC  men's 
basketball  team  gained  a  couple  of 
valuable  commodities. 

The  first  is  guard  Selvin  Chambers, 
who  is  back  after  a  two  year  lay-off. 
The  second  is  experience. 

"We  are  a  young  ballclub  and 
those  players  have  really  started  to 
come  around  lately,"  said  Jay  Young, 
assistant  coach  of  the  Falcons.  With 
the  younger  players  gaining  more 
experience  and  Chambers  tickling 
the  twine  game  after  game,  the 
future  may  be  brightening  up. 

As  the  Falcons  got  back  to  the 
hardwood  after  the  break,  there  was 
no  doubt  they  wouldn't  be  receiving 
any  late  Christmas  presents,  as  they 
were  trounced  by  UMass-Boston 
1 12-72.  The  one  bright  spot  of  the 
evening  was  the  hot  hand  of  Brad 
Fallon,  who  tossed  in  1 8  points  and 
grabbed  10  rebounds. 

On  Jan.  9,  the  Falcons  traveled 
north  to  take  on  Plymouth  State 
College.  The  Falcons  were  beaten 
soundly  but  Chambers  opened  some 
eyes  by  pouring  in  3 1  points^ 

Jan.  12,  FSC  hosted  Worcester 
State  College.  This  was  their  first 
league  game  of  the  season.  FSC 


by  Tim  Maguire 

Six  in  one,  half-dozen  in  another. 
This  seems  to  be  the  way  things  have 
gone  for  the  FSC  women's  basket- 
ball team  all  season.  Christmas  break 
was  no  exception  to  this  as  they 
picked  up  three  wins  and  lost  five. 

Despite  mediocre  play,  there  were 
many  bright  spots  for  the  team  over 
the  break.  Freshmen  Kerri  Sheehan, 
Joyce  Teso  and  Lynn  Dorrow  contin- 
ued to  impress  with  their  outstanding 
play.  In  addition  to  this,  senior 
guard/forward  Beth  McNamara  has 
also  been  impressive.  The  problem  is 
she's  now  nursing  an  injury  and  the 
team  is  lacking  her  leadership 
abilities. 

After  dropping  their  first  game  of 
the  Bahamas  Goombay  Shootout 
Tournament  to  Tufts  55-34,  FSC 
came  storming  back  to  defeat 
SUNY-Oswego  62-46.  Freshman 
guard  Sheehan  led  the  attack  with 
22  points,  Teso  added  1 0  boards  and 
Captain  McNamara  dished  out  five 
assists.  In  the  final  game  they  were 
defeated  by  Washburn  73-42. 


In  their  first  game  back  at  the 
friendly  confines  of  Parkinson  Gym, 
the  women  walked  all  over  Worces- 
ter State  College.  McNamara  owned 
this  game  as  she  dropped  in  22 
points  and  grabbed  1 1  rebounds 
from  the  small  forward  position. 
Sophomore  Ann  Marie  Lafosse  added 
a  season-high  1 1  assists. 

This  is  where  the  rut  began  as  FSC 
dropped  three  straight.  Jan.  14  they 
were  beaten  by  Plymouth  State 
College.  Teso  and  Dorrow  split  the 
scoring  duties  as  they  combined  for 
26  points.  Two  days  later,  the  women 
were  trounced  by  Salem  State  College 
82-34.  Then  came  a  tough  loss  to 
SMU.  Fitchburg  couldn't  quite  get 
the  engine  started  as  they  scored 
only  42  points. 

Finally,  on  Jan.  23,  the  FSC 
women  turned  the  tables,  drilling 
Anna  Maria  College  54-40.  Teso 
took  over  this  night  as  she  scored  1 6 
points  and  grabbed  a  game,  season 
and  personal  high  12  rebounds. 
They  followed  this  with  a  close 
game,  although  losing  to  Westfield 
State  College. 


battled  tough  and  were  in  the  game 
for  a  while  but  finally  succumbed  to 
the  Lancers  ,80-72.  Chambers  con- 
tinued his  scoring  spree  by  canning 
24  points  and  Dwyatt  McClain  dished 
out  a  season  high  eight  assists. 

The  next  test  was  Jan.  16,  as  FSC 
took  on  perennial .  MASC  AC  power 
Salem  State.  Once  again,  the  Falcons 
were  in  the  game  for  a  while  but  in 
the  second  half  the  Vikings  put  it  in 
second  gear  and  cruised  to  a  83-72 
victory.  Chambers  had  27  points  • 

The  next  two  games  were  both  on 
the  road  with  Anna  Maria  College 
and  SMU.  Those  twocontests  didn't 
fare  too  well  as  FSC  was  trounced  by 
28  and  19  points.  Chambers  led  all 
scorers  with  20  points. 

Things  started  to  change,  however 
slightly,  Saturday,  Jan.  23,  with  FSC 
hosting  the  Owls  of  Westfield  State 
College.  FSC  played  very  well  and 
were  down  by  only  four  points  at  the 
half.  FSC  couldn't  quite  hold  on, 
though,  and  fell  to  the  Owls  by  12 
points.  But  that  effort  helped  out  in 
an  otherwise  disappointing  month 

"We're  really  working  hard  to 
keep  ourselves  motivated,"  said 
Captain  Rich  Repici.  "Even  with  the 
addition  of  Selvin  (Chambers),  we 
can't  quite  find  the  win  column." 
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Helena  Paul  sets  herself  at  the  foul  line. 


